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Abstract
The “foreign speaking competence” is an urgent task in the modern society. It is felt most acutely in countries of the post-So-
viet space because of changing a paradigm of foreign language education, processes of integration of these countries in the world 
society. Organization of teaching foreign languages in the New Ukrainian school needs determining strategies and further perspec-
tives as to the common work of pupils, parents and whole community on problems of the content and resource base for providing 
high-quality teaching taking into account the rich experience of teachers-practicians. The aim of the article is to use the historical 
experience for organizing teaching foreign languages for pupils of gymnasia. The brief analysis of substantial works of Ukrainian 
and foreign scientists as to the problem of organizing teaching foreign languages in tnative gymnasias at the end of ХІХ – beginning 
of ХХ century has been realized. Just this time there takes place a change of socio-economic conditions in the country that results in 
the fact that ancient foreign languages (Greek, Latin) lose their popularity. German, French and English occupy their place. It causes 
modernization of teaching methods and new organization of this process. 
We have elaborated and introduced in the working practice of secondary educational institutions: the technology of a special 
seminar for improving the qualification of primary school teachers “Organization of teaching foreign languages for pupils: histor-
ical aspects and modern challenges” and technology of training exercises “Rozmovlyajko” for pupils of primary schools. We think 
that teaching foreign languages may serve as a means of reformation of the Ukrainian school and creation of a new productive and 
creative personality.
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Organization of teaching foreign languages in the modern Ukrainian school needs mod-
ernization. Actualization of the problem is connected with integrating the country in the world 
community and changing aims of teaching foreign languages in the modern Ukrainian society. For 
solving this problem, we find it expedient to actualize the historical-pedagogical experience and its 
combination with modern technologies. 
The theoretical analysis of the experience of organizing teaching foreign languages for pupils 
of native gymnasias at the end of ХІХ – beginning of ХХ century favored understanding ideas as to 
organization of teaching foreign languages in modern conditions. This period was chosen not occa-
sionally, because just that time national education formation had taken place, the civic movement had 
activated. A situation, formed at a turning point of the aforesaid centuries, was connected with radical 
changes in the society and, from our point of view, had much in common with modernity. We think that 
the potential of the obtained experience must be used under new conditions, when the New Ukrainian 
school begins to form for reviving its national tradition and intellectualization of the society. 
According to the new State standard of primary education of the New Ukrainian school, a 
pupil must acquire different competences, one of which is “the ability to communicate in native (if 
different from the state one) and foreign languages” [1]. 
The problem of organizing teaching foreign languages in gymania education in works of 
Ukrainian teachers and linguists in the historical retrospective was studied in different times. 
There are such substantial studies, where the formation and development of gymnasia education in 
the second half of XIX – beginning of ХХ century [2]; development of classic education at Western 
Ukrainian territories (ХІХ – first half of ХХ century) [3]; theory and practice of organization of 
education of pupils in Kharkiv gymnasias of the second half of XIX – beginning of ХХ century [4]; 
and others are investigated on sources of the Eastern Ukrainian region. Discussion questions as to 
learning ancient languages in native gymnasia education of the second half of XIX – beginning of 
ХХ century are elucidated in monograph [5]; questions of theory and practice of teaching foreign 
languages as a component of the content of gymnasia education of the second half of XIX – be-
ginning of ХХ century are presented in works [6]. The development dynamics of foreign speaking 
education in the period of the second half of XIX – beginning of ХХ century in the Kyiv education 
district is presented in scientific works [7].
The theme of education history in Galicia attracted certain foreign researchers. Especially, 
there must be noted the German scientist of the Ukrainian origin Sirka Ann, who made a compara-
tive analysis of Ukrainian and Polish education in the whole and schools in Austria-Hungary at the 
end of XIX – beginning of ХХ century [8].
The Polish researcher of education history Józef Miąso, analyzing the educational system 
in Galicia, noted that a great influence on the development of Ukrainian education and culture was 
made by enlightening and scientific communities and also teacher organizations. A community 
«Proświta», created in 1868 published books, organized reading rooms, and also amateur choruses 
and theaters. Thus, at the end of XIX – beginning of ХХ century the favorable environment for 
intellectualization of the Ukrainian nation was created at the Western territories of Ukraine [9].
2. Aim of research 
The analysis of legislative documents about education and scientific-methodical literature 
of native and foreign teachers on the studied theme; elaboration of the technology of a special sem-
inar for improving the qualification of primary school teachers “Organization of teaching foreign 
languages for pupils: historical aspects and modern challenges” and the technology of training 
exercises “Rozmovlyajko” for primary school pupils and their introduction in the working practice 
of educational institutions.
3. Methods
The research results are based on the methods of: project work, brain storm, work in groups, 
method of questioning, interactive presentations, discussions, business games, role games, analysis 
of histories and situations, debate in a circle, synectics, focal objects. 
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3. 1. Organization-methodical questions of introducing experience 
3. 1. 1. The special seminar for improving the qualification of primary school teachers “Or-
ganization of teaching foreign languages for pupils: historical aspects and modern challenges”.
An example of the practical use in the educational process of the New Ukrainian school for 
developing the foreign speaking competence is the special seminar for improving the qualification 
of primary school teachers “Organization of teaching foreign languages for pupils: historical as-
pects and modern challenges”, elaborated and introduced in the working practice of educational 
institutions by us. 
The special seminar was conducted on the base of the State higher education “Donbas state 
pedagogical university”. The aim of the seminar was to actualize pedagogical ideas of famous 
teachers-scientists and to reveal the better practical experience of the work of teachers as to orga-
nization of teaching foreign languages. 
The tasks of the seminar: deepening of knowledge of primary school teachers about the 
formation and development of teaching foreign languages and improvement of theoretical-method-
ical and organization aspects in teaching foreign languages in the New Ukrainian school taking 
into account possibilities, given by the modern reform. 
The main methods of conducting the seminar: observation on the activity of primary 
school teachers, who teach a foreign language at schools as to the specificity of working with pupils 
in this direction; questionnaire of teachers; collection, analysis and generalization of information 
for further work. 
The training to the seminar “Organization of teaching foreign languages for pupils: histori-
cal aspects and modern challenges” must be realized by project groups of 3-5 persons.
Different ideas, elaborated by teachers of the end of XIX – beginning of ХХ century as to 
organization of teaching foreign languages at native gymnasias are elucidated for the first group. 
Especially, we planned different questions, among which: 
1. Main pedagogical ideas of the end of XIX – beginning of ХХ century as to a teacher’s role 
in organizing teaching foreign languages for pupils. 
2. Views of scientists-linguists as to the program content of teaching foreign languages (an-
cient and modern languages). 
3. Main forms, methods and ways of teaching foreign languages at the end of XIX – begin-
ning of ХХ century.
4. Problems of organizing teaching foreign languages in the context of the social life of the 
studied period. 
The second project group studies teaching foreign languages for pupils as a component of 
the educational process at school. 
The questions that must be in the center of attention of this group are: 
1. Main factors of the development of the organization system of teaching foreign languages 
for pupils at the end of XIX – beginning of ХХ century.
2. The development of the system of principles in teaching foreign languages at native gym-
nasias of the considered period. 
3. General-didactic principles in teaching foreign languages as a base of successful studies 
of different languages. 
4. The organization-methodical support of teaching foreign languages for pupils at native 
gymnasias. 
The third project group must study and present the role of professional training of a teach-
er, who trains pupils in foreign languages at primary school according to the Conception of the 
New Ukrainian school. 
Questions that may be considered are: 
1. Professional training of a future primary school teacher for the organization of teaching 
foreign languages for pupils. 
2. Peculiarities of training and improvement of the qualification of primary school teach-








3. Professional training of a future primary school teacher to the organization of teaching 
foreign languages for pupils using new multimedia teaching means both at lessons and out-of-
school work. 
4. Formation of a motivated primary school teacher as a guarantee of successful teaching 
of pupils. 
The fourth project group must open the modern condition and development perspectives 
of ideas of main didactic principles of the organization of teaching foreign languages. 
Especially, the following tasks were offered by us: 
1. The use of the practical experience in the organization of teaching foreign languages for 
pupils in the work of the New Ukrainian school.
2. Development factors of teaching foreign languages for pupils at native gymnasias of the 
end of XIX – beginning of ХХ century. 
3. Modern forms, methods and ways of the organization of teaching foreign languages 
at school. 
4. Development perspectives of teaching foreign languages at working with pupils of the 
New Ukrainian school. 
At conducting the seminar each project group must open an own vision of the problem, 
thoughts as to ideas, contained in analyzed sources, conduct the analysis of the problem condition 
of one of competences of communication in foreign languages, offer an own solution as to the de-
velopment of such competence as a mediation in the multicultural society, and also the skill to find 
the mutual understanding in the multicultural environment, that modern normative sources deal 
with [10].
3. 2. Introduction of the historical experience in the learning and cognitive activity of 
pupils of the New Ukrainian school 
The technology of training exercises “Rozmovlyajko” for primary school pupils. The 
technology of training exercises “Rozmovlyajko” for primary school pupils was introduced in the 
work of the Melitopol secondary school of 1 degree № 17 and may be used at lessons of foreign 
languages, in the work of clubs of foreign languages and also at out-of-school activities at weeks 
of foreign languages. Its novelty is in the combination of the historical experience and modern 
innovative technologies at teaching foreign languages. It takes into account modern realities of the 
child life: gamization, computerization, desire to be popular, to optimize own time and must be 
directed at forming a new person with soft skills: communicative and leader abilities, creativity, 
language skills, emotional intellect, critical thinking, time-management, solving of non-standard 
tasks, ability to work in a team and others alongside with concrete knowledge. The technology has 
the following structure: 
Aim: to form a motivation as to communication in foreign languages in pupils, understand-
ing of the own importance for solving problems, appeared in the communicative activity. 
Tasks: to increase the pupils’ interest in studying foreign languages by communication; 
to create visual materials that provide rationalization of the learning-upbringing process together 
with pupils. 
The preparation to training exercises is realized by project groups of 3-5 persons, whose 
activity is organized by a teacher. Each group is offered to prepare a mini-presentation as to eluci-
dating one of themes of everyday communication in foreign language. 
The training course:
1. Announce of the theme and its aim. 
The opening address of a teacher: “Children, today we’ll try to talk in such a way that 
children in different countries do it. How children, for example, in the USA/in France/in Germany 
communicate between themselves?” 
2. Preparatory stage. Activation of the vocabulary by the theme, introduction and discussion 
of ideas by pupils, creation of a plan (scenario) of a presentation, correction of mistakes. The work 
with a presentation. 
3. Presentation of elaborated materials and communication situations by pupils of the groups. 
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4. A discussion takes place after each presentation. Pupils in turn express own thoughts as 
to an elucidated situation in communication, there is also considered a possibility of involving other 
pupils in solving a problem that would result in mutual understanding between carriers of different 
languages. 
Let’s give examples of exercises that may be used at lessons or out-of-school activities. 
Exercise “Follow me. My native city”. 
Aim: to widen possibilities for pupils’ self-expression, to create conditions for foreign 
speaking communication with representatives of different countries. 
Each group is offered to find/make a photo or draw one-two pictures – images of the native 
city – images of places that they like mostly, where they like to spend time, what they want to show 
their foreign friends; to form several sentences (comments) about these places and to talk about 
them in foreign language. It is possible to create a Viber group / to present most interesting posts 
on the site of a school / blog of a foreign language teacher and to involve other pupils in a dialog. 
It is also possible to conduct a battle of group presentations of the own city, where each group of 
participants talk foreign guests about famous places. 
Exercise “Move and talk”
Aim: to widen pupils’ knowledge about different activities of a child in foreign language. 
Each group of pupils is offered to remember and to write on sheets of paper words that the 
notion “my activities” is associated with for them. Variants, offered by each group, are presented 
on the table. Then general results are analyzed. A teacher offers pupils to demonstrate child ac-
tivities, in turn indicating each of them. Pupils all together demonstrate activities by gestures (to 
swim, to play tennis, to jump, to run, to drive a bicycle and so on), in such a way activating and 
memorizing words. For further analyzing, pupils may be offered to make a small video-interview 
with their group. At making it (10-15 minutes) pupils practice their skills to put questions and to 
construct questioning and declarative sentences, to present own results, to be responsible and ac-
tive, to be able to work in a team, develop their creativity and emotional intellect. At realizing a 
teacher observes the work of the groups, corrects and directs pupils. After finishing the preparatory 
phase, a teacher “collects” videos, recorded on smartphones or tablet and demonstrates them all 
participants on a computer or smart-table. Children look at video-interviews, discuss and chose the 
best by voting. 
Exercise “My recommendations/lifehacks”. 
Aim: to form the experience of communication in everyday themes, upbringing of indepen-
dence and responsibility in pupils. 
A task for each group is to make a list of products for a party, necessary things for a travel, 
school things for the new school years, wishes for the New year and others in foreign language. 
At making it, pupils must indicate, what, from their point of view, is most pleasant and important 
for them. 
Exercise “my video-blog” 
Aim: the development of a skill to express an own thought in foreign language certainly 
on a camera; the development of creative skills and ability to work in a team, to group the class 
collective.
A task for each group was to make a video (up to 2 minutes) by the chosen theme. For ex-
ample, “What I’m doing for learning to communicate in foreign language?”, “My day”, “ The diary 
of weather”, “My city/village”, “My favorite food”, “My favorite hero” and so on. A teacher with 
pupils chooses a theme, activates a vocabulary, grammar constructions. Pupils write a scenario in 
groups, a teacher checks up, corrects and explains mistakes. After that pupils make a video, present 
it and discuss own results. 
4. Results 
1. During the whole history of the multilingual society studying foreign language was an 
important practical task. Today the “foreign speaking competence” is an urgent practical task. It is 
felt most acutely in countries of the post-Soviet space because of changing aims of foreign language 
education, processes of integration of these countries in the world society. It activates the scientific 
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and state interest in this direction. A trend among studies is the address to the historical heritage 
of linguoeducation. 
Thus, the Russian researcher Zakharova K.O. underlines that “many teaching methods, used 
in the history of foreign language education, haven’t lose their practical importance till today. 
Multiple directionalities of pupils’ needs, differences of their individual development and level 
of mastering foreign language, different cognitive abilities, dictate a necessity of using the whole 
diversity of teaching methods. The analysis of methodical concepts of the past serves just this aim. 
The understanding of the past experience enriches the modern practice, favors the development of 
scientific thought” [11, p. 74]. 
The other Russian researcher L. V. Lukina accents the importance of combining the histor-
ical experience and modern technologies for the effective teaching foreign languages. “It is very 
important for a teacher of foreign languages at the modern stage to be able to combine new ways 
and technologies in teaching foreign languages with traditional ones” [12, p. 57]
A cause of renewing the interest to organizational forms of teaching foreign languages 
in the historical context is seen by the Russian researcher O. A. Kovaleva in the fact that in the 
period from the end of 1980 – beginning of 2000 such type of a secondary educational insti-
tution as a gymnasia, which distinctive feature is an expanded program of foreign languages, 
regenerated in the post-Soviet society on the new conceptual base [13, p. 3]. Thus, conclusions 
and recommendations, gained by participants of the special seminar “Organization of teach-
ing foreign languages for pupils: historical aspects and modern challenges” must be used and 
introduced in the pedagogical practice of the New Ukrainian school. At discussing the results 
of the seminar, it was offered to conduct not only traditional learning-methodical or scientif-
ic-practical seminars, but also trainings, webinars, in the first turn, on-line to involve more 
number of participants. 
2. The modern life created a necessity of searching for new methods and approaches to 
teaching foreign languages. Innovative technologies (use of information and communication tech-
nologies, project work, work with computer and multimedia programs, distant technologies, cre-
ation of presentations in the software environment Microsoft, Power Point, use of resources of the 
world network Internet, studying in acts) became an important component of modern teaching for-
eign languages, created the interactive environment. The experience and results of their use have a 
wide spectrum of works in the time or geographic space. 
The famous German teachers Gilla Hoppenstedt and Beata Widlok state that modern ten-
dencies in teaching foreign languages are the communicative approach and the shift of studying a 
first foreign language from the secondary school to the primary one, at that the first meeting with 
a foreign language takes place in a kindergarten [14, p. 10]. The special attention is paid by the 
researchers to CLIL method (Content and language integrated learning), noting advantages of its 
results, namely: “pupils acquire stable skills in mastering foreign language. The active competence 
favors their ability to communicate in natural situations. Learning by this method gives pupils 
self-confidence, in the first turn, to such of them, who have no successes at a traditional lesson of 
foreign language” [14, p. 12]. They also accent that the integral, situation learning “with all emo-
tions and feelings”, different types of activity, game, song, rhythm and dance favor mastering of a 
foreign language to the great extent” [14, p. 13].
The complex of exercises “Rozmovlyajko” is based on the activity approach that directs a 
person to choose, to assess, to program, to construct different types of activity, favoring self-devel-
opment and self-realization. 
The Romanian researcher Adina Sacara-Onita in her article “The most important methods 
of teaching foreign languages” demonstrates the historical ground of modern teaching methods and 
explains a cause of their evolution. The author indicates that the communicative method, developed 
of the pragmatic-functional method in 70-ies of ХХ century, put a pupil in a center of the educa-
tional process. A pupil becomes an active partner, cooperates with other pupils in pair and groups. 
A teacher plays a new role of an assistant in the learning process that motivates a pupil to studying 








“Despite all advantages of the communicative method of teaching foreign languages, 
there are also certain shortcoming that must be corrected at using it. It concerns a problem of 
studying the grammar material. The results of the analysis of several communicative textbooks 
demonstrated that the grammar is presented a bit “broken””. It is indicated by the Ukrainian 
researcher Korol S. V. in his article “communicative approach in teaching foreign languages” 
[16, p. 134].
We think that the use of the technology of training exercises “Rozmovlyajko” allowed to fix 
a positive dynamics in the pupils’ interest to studying foreign languages, favored their understand-
ing of the importance of communicating in foreign language, upbringing of the value attitude to 
studying and so on. 
5. Conclusion
Among the most important directions in teaching foreign languages for pupils, there must 
be separated: 
– Creation of pedagogical conditions for organizing and conducting projects, seminars, 
training programs, enriched with a modern content, new technologies, methods of teaching 
foreign languages and so on; 
– Improvement of the level of partner cooperation between schools and public and state or-
ganizations, centers of studying foreign languages, where communication can directly take place; 
– Enrichment of everyday communication practices in different foreign languages using 
possibilities of information-communication technologies; 
– Formation of the ability to communication in foreign languages by pupils in group 
communicative interaction; 
– Use of new forms, methods and ways of teaching foreign languages among pupils and 
their parents for raising the motivation to studying in them. 
For organizing teaching foreign languages, it is necessary to elaborate innovatory ideas that 
must favor the effectiveness of studying foreign languages, so the quality of education. We think 
that the formation of language skills of a person within such aspects as reading, writing, speaking 
and auding may be an expecting result. 
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Abstract
This paper aims to outline the advantages of increasing the quality of education at the University by describing some im-
portant organizational approaches and methodological guidelines for the development of digital competences among students. The 
study focuses on the level of digital (library) competencies among students and their need to use scientific information sources in the 
University Library. A survey was conducted using the direct individual inquiry method through a pre-designed questionnaire com-
prising 20 questions. The statistical apparatus includes statistical methods - frequency, mean value and confidence level – 95 %. The 
survey results suggest that in today’s digital society it is particularly important for the Library to become an information-commu-
nicative center for improving the students’ skills by using the rich collection of information and digital resources and increasing the 
quality of education and training at the University. The presented study seeks to offer new approaches and ways to motivate students 
toward effective use of digital information and of new tools for working in the digital environment.
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1. Introduction
The acquiring of skills to use the new tools for accessing knowledge and the broad devel-
opment of digital literacy is increasingly becoming a condition for promoting the employability 
of every citizen in a world where digital technologies are beginning to determine people’s way 
of life and thinking. It is no coincidence that in 2007 the European Commission has highlighted 
the need to consider the problem of digital literacy [1]. Focusing the efforts on the learning out-
comes into the education process has shown the need to build universal skills and competencies 
that are crucial for individual development and competitiveness in the digital age. Among these 
new skills, special emphasis was placed on building critical thinking, initiative and teamwork 
that will prepare individuals for their careers. In this regard, the highlight was put on forming 
skills for management, interpretation, presentation, critical evaluation of information, capacity 
for its building or application in the digital environment [2]. The adopted by the European Com-
mission strategy for creating a digital society and developing digital skills is a continuation of 
